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L iber Primus is a new series designed for authors early in their careers, in many cases  
assistant professors coming up for tenure. A primary goal of the series is to create an outlet 

for outstanding academic books in our field at a time when university presses, forced to focus 
on “bottom lines” and trim their lists accordingly, are increasingly unlikely, regardless of the  
project, to take on proposals from untested, younger, less published scholars in our field. The 
series does not promote any specific scholarly-critical methodology, nor does it limit itself to 
any period, genre, or author grouping in Russian/Slavic literature/culture. Primary criteria will be 
quality of the research, conceptual robustness, clarity of thought, and elegance of style.  
Interdisciplinary projects are welcome. The vetting process will be rigorous and “blind,” with 
readers normally including a specialist with appropriate expertise and a member of the editorial 
board. It is the editor’s and editorial board’s hope that the seriousness of the review process and 
the attractiveness and attention to detail accompanying the finished product will give the books 
in this series the sort of “imprimatur” that deans and tenure committees will take into account 
as they shape the future of the discipline and the profession. 
 

For information on how to submit a proposal, please visit: 
www.academicstudiespress.com/for-authors/ 
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TITLES IN THIS SERIES 

Three Metaphors for Life: Derzhavin’s Late Poetry 

TATIANA SMOLIAROVA 
 

April 2018 | 420 pp.; 31 illus. 
9781618115737 | $79.00 | CL 
 

“Comparatist Tatiana Smoliarova’s 2011 book on Derzhavin’s late poetry was a memorably 
innovative study of Russia’s most accomplished eighteenth-century poet. This English  
version—elegantly written, translated, and edited—is in significant ways a new and even  
better book. … Its deft, sophisticated illuminations from the history of science and from  
literary history are highly original and persuasive. The author accomplishes the most valuable 
of critical feats, compelling readers to see canonical texts with fresh and invigorated eyes.” 

— William Mills Todd III, Harvard University 

Acts of Logos in Pushkin and Gogol: Petersburg Texts  

and Subtexts 

KATHLEEN SCOLLINS 
 

July 2017 | 330 pp.; 6 illus. 
9781618115829 | $89.00 | CL 
 

“Kathleen Scollins’ spirited, innovative engagement with the ‘Petersburg theme’ takes on 
highly canonical texts and yet says new and interesting things about them, providing among 
other things a sustained reading of Gogol’s complex Petersburg tales. She argues that  
Peter’s reforms divorced Russian representation from its typical Orthodox focus on the visual 
and aural, instead allying it to a Western focus on Logos, the word.” 

— Katya Hokanson, University of Oregon 

Vagabonding Masks: The Italian Commedia dell’Arte in the  

Russian Artistic Imagination 

OLGA PARTAN 
 

April 2017 | 294 pp.; 24 illus. 
9781618115713 | $79.00 | CL 
 

“Olga Partan’s research is interdisciplinary and innovative. … The author enthusiastically and  
fascinatingly surfs in the immense world of literature and art, substantiating her very  
interesting and innovative hypothesis that the impact of Italian commedia dell’arte on  
Russian culture was significant not only during the epoch of Russian modernism, but from its 
very first performances in early modern Russia until the beginning of the twenty first  
century.” 

— Elena Yushkova, Independent Scholar, Women East-West Vol. 7, No. 2  

Witness and Transformation: The Poetics of Gennady Aygi 

SARAH VALENTINE 
 

October 2015 | 214 pp. 
9781618114433 | $99.00 | CL 
 

“Valentine moves easily between the broader context of Aygi’s work and detailed analysis of 
a small number of poems in the original and in translation. … Sarah Valentine has chosen her 
topics and her poems to good effect and offers a well-informed, clear and attractively  
written introduction to the work of a difficult but important poet.” 

— Peter France, Times Literary Supplement, April 2016  


