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Scope and Purpose 

 

Evolutionary Studies in Imaginative Culture publishes scholarly and scientific articles and reviews 

on every aspect of cultural imagination: literature, film, theater, television, music, religion, the 

visual arts, video games, and other media. Works of imaginative culture would include both 

canonical and popular forms of literature, art, and other media, comics, fads and fashions, hobby 

groups, sports cultures, creative non-fiction, and the imaginative manifestations of politics, 

ethnicity, ideology, religion, and other forms of group identity. Articles are written in English, but 

subject matter can include works from any language and any historical period. 

 

The central qualification for contributing to the journal is to regard works of imaginative culture as 

arising out of human nature—the evolved and adapted character of the human mind. While sharing 

a common concern with locating cultural products in human nature, contributors can focus on 

divergent or multiple features of cultural artifacts: their depicted content, emotional qualities, or 

structural and stylistic features; aesthetic and intellectual traditions; the responses of readers or 

viewers; the motives and character of authors or other artists; the ecological and sociopolitical 

context within which imaginative works are produced; or the psychological or social functions the 

works fulfill.  

 

The journal is open to theoretical essays, interpretations of individual works or groups of works, and 

empirical, quantitative studies of imaginative cultural products.  

 

Books under review can include contributions to fields such as literary Darwinism, evolutionary 

aesthetics, cognitive rhetoric, cognitive media studies, neuroaesthetics, and evolutionary studies of 

religion, society, and politics. Reviewers commenting on books in the evolutionary social sciences 

would typically consider the way the subjects of those books have a bearing on imaginative culture.

  

 

Submitting Your Manuscript 

• Articles should be limited to 7000 words, references included. Reviews should be limited to 

2000 words.  

• Articles must be submitted as electronic file attachments in Microsoft Word format.  

• As articles are peer reviewed anonymously, they should be submitted without any 

identifying information (your name, institutional affiliation, or references to previous 

publications (e.g., “see my chapter…”). Only the title should appear on the title page.   

• All articles that are accepted must be revised to conform to the most recent edition of the 

Chicago Manual of Style prior to publication. 

• ESIC will not consider articles currently under review elsewhere or previously published 

work. 
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• To submit an article or ask a question about the submission process, please contact the 

editorial team at esic@academicstudiespress.com.  

 

Preparing Your Accepted Manuscript for Submission 

• Along with a revised manuscript that conforms to the style and formatting guidelines below, 

please include a revised title page that lists your name, institutional affiliation, email address, 

and mailing address. Please also provide a 150-word abstract of the article and a 75-word 

biographical sketch.   

• ESIC follows the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style (currently, the 

sixteenth edition). All references should follow Chicago Style’s “Notes and Bibliography” 

documentation system. Please consult the Chicago Manual for any specific questions (in 

most cases, you should have free access to the online Chicago Manual through your library).  

 
Formatting 

• ESIC uses footnotes. Footnotes should always be inserted using MS Word’s “insert 

footnote” function. Please do NOT use MS Word’s “insert citation” or “manage sources” 

functions.  

• All notes should use Arabic numbers. Roman numerals should not be used for 

notes in the manuscript.  

• All text should be Times New Roman font, 12 point. 

• The first line of a paragraph (except when the paragraph starts a new section) 

should be indented to the .5-inch mark. Indent using the ruler at the top of the 

page, rather than tab or space.  

• Do not include an extra line or space between paragraphs. 

• The entire manuscript should be double-spaced. 

• Block quotations should be indented evenly—that is, the entire quote is indented 

to the .5-inch mark using the ruler, rather than only the first line. There should be 

an extra space before and after the block quotation. 

• Make certain that sub-headings within the article are marked clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permissions 

mailto:esic@academicstudiespress.com
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• Permissions for print and digital content, including images, are to be acquired by the 

author. ESIC is happy to provide any necessary documentation required to arrange for 

permissions. If you need to quote extensively from other works or wish to include other 

copyrighted material, you should seek permission (in writing) from the copyright holder. 

In most cases this will be the publisher of the original work; the author or originator of 

the original material should be asked for permission as well. Authors are responsible for 

taking care of reproduction fees, if any.  

Images 

• Line drawings (e.g. diagrams, maps) should be supplied on clear white paper, with lines 

and/or hatchings drawn in black ink. Never use a pencil or colored ink. 

• Photographs can be submitted as electronic files, slides or glossy prints. All photographs 

should be clearly cross-referenced to the List of Illustrations (see below) by a number 

written on each slide frame, or a number written on the back of each print. Indicate 

horizontal or vertical orientation, and when necessary, crops, enlargement of details, etc. 

Info should be indicated on a photocopy accompanying the original. 

• When supplied as electronic files, line drawings should have a minimum 

resolution of 1200 dpi [dots per inch]. Photographs should have a minimum 

resolution of 300 dpi. The file format should be .TIF(F), .JPG or .EPS; a printout 

should always be supplied. 

• Include a list of captions to illustrations, diagrams, maps etc. Numbers should 

indicate clearly to which photograph each caption belongs. Credit lines and 

permissions should be included in the captions. 

• Tables and figures should be submitted along with the manuscript as separate files. 

 

Copyediting and Proofreading 

• Once you receive your copyedited manuscript, you will have ten days to review and 

return your article. You will also have ten days to review and return your proofs.   

 

• If you have any questions about submitting or revising any part of your manuscript, 

please reach out to the editorial team at esic@academicstudiespress.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Access 

mailto:esic@academicstudiespress.com
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Academic Studies Press is committed to helping researchers publish, distribute, and 

advertise their work in digital format for a broad readership. Articles published in Open 

Access undergo rigorous peer review and appear alongside other articles in the print edition 

of the journal. 

Academic Studies Press publishes articles Open Access under the terms of Creative 

Commons Licenses (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/). Our standard license, the CC 

BY-NC, allows readers to excerpt and share your work for non-commercial purposes (such 

as a lecture or blog-post) so long as you are properly cited. Other licenses forbid any 

derivatives from being made of your work (e.g., CC BY-NC-ND), while others allow 

substantive changes and commercial reuse (e.g., CC BY). We are happy to help you select 

the license that is most appropriate for your article and meets the requirements of your 

institution or funding agency.     

To learn more about Open Access costs and the institutions and agencies that fund Open 

Access publishing, please visit us at http://www.academicstudiespress.com/asp-open.  

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
http://www.academicstudiespress.com/asp-open

